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rent, from the excellent manner in which they have performed their work that 
they have entered into it con amore. • r m b 


Art. XXXII.— A Treatise on the Principles and Practice of Medicine • de. 

signed for the use of Practitioners and Students of Medicine. By Acstw 

Flint, M.D., Pror. of the Principles and Practice of Med., and of Clin. Med. 

X , n j£° B ® 1, ® vae Hos P- Med - Coll. Fourth edition, carefully revised. 8vo on. 

IOiO. Philadelphia: Henry C. Lea, 1873. ■ 

It is unnecessary for ns to do mnch more in reference to the present edition 
or this work than to call attention to its issne, and to state that some por. 
tions of it have been rewritten, and nnmerons additions made throughout the 
Tolnme, amounting in all to about seventy pages. These alterations are pretty 
well distributed, but the most important or them are included in the chaptci, 
relating to general pathology, to nervous and renal diseases, and to fevers In 
the Brst of these are discussed the important subjects of tubercle, embolism 
and thrombosis, and septicemia. In the second we find an account of aphasia, 
pachymeningitis, spinal meningitis, cerebritis, and myelitis; in the third of 
hydronephrosis and abscess of the kidney; and in the last much new matter 
appears under the heads of relapsing fever, vaccine, and rheumatism. 

In all these additions, as in the original text, the author has known howto 
combine fulness of detail with conciseness of style, to distinguish between fact 
and probability, and to avoid that positive and dogmatic tone which is most 
strongly developed in the writings of those who have least claim to employ it 
the higher one rises towards absolute truth, tho more remote does it appear- 
and the less is one disposed to criticise the ignorance and self-assertion of 
those whose life is on a lower level. Our author has so much of his own to com- 
mumcate that he concerns himself but little with a criticism of views from which 
he dissents or of opinions that he condemns. The reader who seeks for a plain, 
clear, succinct, yet full account of diseases and their treatment, cannot do better 
than study this volume, which probably contains a greater amount of truth, 
and is disfigured with fewer errors, than any treatise of its kind. 

As in former editions, so in this, the'articles are of unequal merit; and yet 
we think that the inequality is less conspicuous than before, a fact, if it be 
one, which speaks for the author's more enlarged and more critical and per¬ 
sonal study of the subjects or which he has treated. If we wore to character¬ 
ise his genius we should call it clinical in opposition to critical; and while 
feeling implicit confidence in his own observations and his conclusions from 
them, we cannot hold his judgment of the facta and doctrines of others in 
equal esteem. To expect a medical author who is also immersed in the details 
or un onerous practice to be equally distinguished in both fields is, perhaps, to 
look for the impossible. 

One article, that on relapsing fever, may be taken to illustrate this estimate, 
for although the author had some opportunity of studying the disease, we 
cannot regard his account of it as satisfactory. It does not indicate an ac¬ 
quaintance with the literature of the subject, which would have prevented 
several errors of statement, such as, that “ relapsing and typhus fever are apt 
to prevail together;" that "there are no distinctive morbid appearances found 
in the rare cases that prove fatalthat “ it is not a highly contagious dis¬ 
ease ; that " destitution, deprivations, and especially deficient alimentation, 
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ire powerful predisposing causes,” if this means especially predisposing to re¬ 
lapsing fever; that “ the comparatively mnch greater fatality of typhns and 
typhoid fever is due mainly to complications,” etc. So, in the article on cere- 
bro-spinal meningitis, we observe it stated that a certain opinion was held by the 
anthor “ under the belief’ that the epidemic disease of 1807 and 1816 was 
identical with epidemic meningitis. This is no more a matter of “ belief’ than 
that the smallpox of Rhazes is the smallpox which Dr. Flint so well describes. 
We cannot avoid calling attention to the implied approbation which onr author 
gives to the use of digitalis, aconite, and veratrnm viride in inflammation and 
even in typhoid fever. We say “implied” approbation, because he does not 
produce any evidence to recommend it, drawn from his own experience. And 
we are fain to inquire how approbation expressed or implied, qnalifled or ab¬ 
solute, can be given to snch a plan by an aathor who also declares, and most 
truly, that “ the importance of support is based on the plain fact that, typhns 
and typhoid fever being self-limited diseases, if the patient can be kept alive, 
after three, four, or more weeks, recovery must take place, provided there be 
no serious complication.” (p. 903.) And we should also be glad to learn how 
the "restorative Bystem,” which in one shape or another is that of Dr. Flint 
as well as of other practical men, can be carried out in patients drugged to 
the very verge of death with aconite, veratrnm, or digitalis. 

We have felt bound to point out these things which appear to as blemishes in a 
work of great merit, and the more so because they are, comparatively, surface 
stains which do not seriously impair its value, nor detract from the high es¬ 
teem in which we hold its solid and compact knowledge, and the sober judg¬ 
ment and fruitful labours of its distinguished author. A. 8. 


Art. XXXIII. — The Diseases of the Stomach. Being the Third Edition of the 
Diagnosis and Treament of the Varieties of Dyspepsia. Revised and En¬ 
larged. By Wilson Fox, M.D., Physician to University Coll. Hosp., etc. 
8vo. pp. xii., 236. London and New York: MacMillan and Co., 1872. 

In preparing the third edition of his work on the Diagnosis and Treatment 
of the Varieties of Dyspepsia , the author has enlarged it by the addition of 
several of his contributions on analogous subjects to Reynold’s System of 
Medicine. The most important of these arc the articles on Ulcer and Cancer 
of the Stomach. The book has therefore additional claims to be considered a 
complete treatise on diseases of the stomach. It is nevertheless still imperfect 
in some respects. A few remarks on the physiology of the stomach would 
not have been out of place in a work of this character, and, we think, our 
author would have done well to have followed Dr. Fenwick’s example in giving 
them a prominent position. The latter has, moreover, pointed out more clearly 
than the former the changes which the digestive organs undergo in general 
diseases, and has also very distinctly shown that in certain cases of Bright’s 
disease there is marked disease of the glands of the stomach. Dr. Fox, it is 
true, alludes to this, but not in a way to arrest the reader’s attention. There 
is every reason to believe that, in many instances, the alterations in the coats 
of the stomach occur pars passu with those in the kidney, and that they are 
only parts of a constitutional derangement which may require very different 
treatment from that which would be appropriate in a local disorder. 

The author devotes a large part of his book, fifty-six pages in all, to some 



